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speech by Suguru Yokota, representing 7 high school students from a

porary retreat program with academic assistance, “Tsubasa, Winter 2014

Under the normal circumstances, I suppose I would
have entered the second year at some high school in
Koriyama City, Fukushima Prefecture, by now, living a
full and enjoyable high school life.

However, I am in Sapporo City, Hokkaido now. I live in
a dormitory, leading a school life in the first year of
high school.

After graduating from a junior high school, I left my
parents, my family, and my nest at home.

I spent a year, all by myself in Sapporo City, studying
for a high school entrance examination.

This is all because of what happened in March 2011—
the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident.

This accident was an event that literally turned my life
around 180 degrees with an overwhelming force.
Naturally, there was a struggle in deciding to leave
everything behind—my hometown, my school friends,
and my family.

Then, two experiences resolved the struggle.

First was participation in the temporary retreat.
During my summer break in 2011, I participated in my
first temporary retreat program in Hokkaido.

In 2012, I participated in the temporary retreat
program with academic assistance called “Tsubasa.”
(Note: “Tsubasa” means a “wing.”)

In particular, my experience during the 2011 summer
break brought back an ordinary pre-accident life.
After spending extraordinary days since the accident
up to the summer break, fighting off radiation and
trying to avoid radiation exposure, being able to
experience a normal and ordinary life again was
deeply touching. A strong yearning for “the ordinary”
began to grow within me.

The second experience happened immediately before
the Fukushima disaster struck. In the first year of
junior high school, I happened to research about
nuclear power generation throughout a whole year of
general study. I gained knowledge about the Safety
Myth of nuclear power plants, learning how fragile the
myth was and how dangerous nuclear power plants
were. This knowledge was a major contributing factor
in deciding to evacuate and relocate.

Three years have passed since the start of my new
life, worrying about radiation exposure from the
radioactivity released from the accident.

One and a half years have passed since the beginning
of my new life in a new world.

Suguru Yokota (age 17)
Translated by  Yuri Hiranuma

Current situations in Fukushima appear inhumane
when seen from the outside.

In fact, I have been feeling this inhumaneness ever
since the accident. Three years later, I am still feeling
it just as strongly as back then, and the feeling grows
even stronger as time passes.

Living a life in Fukushima, worrying about radiation
and fighting it off.

It is my feeling that one cannot maintain physical and
mental health in such a circumstance. It is not just
my own issue, nor is it just an issue for Fukushima
Prefecture. It is an issue of this country,

or rather, this planet.

What can we do about this situation in Fukushima,
ongoing in a present perfect progressive manner---?
What sort of light can we seek out of this Fukushima---?
How are we going to live our future? What can we do
so this mistake will not be repeated after the accident?
In my opinion, to think about it and act on it was
a huge responsibility that was imposed, without
choice, on those of us in Fukushima who physically
experienced the accident and its aftermath firsthand.

I chose to evacuate and move away.

However, my school friends, including the fellow
“Tsubasa” members, and my family still remain in
Fukushima. All of them individually continuing to fight
radiation.

Hokkaido and Fukushima.

My choice was different from my friends. However, my
generation will have to face this issue with sincerity,
so that “ordinary” life can once again be delivered to
Fukushima. I would like to bring actions, as one of
the people that keep talking for posterity so that this
would never happen again.

To act as a cog in the wheel clearing the path for
Fukushima’s future, thinkng about what each of us can
do.

Also, I hope many people will acquire correct
knowledge about radiation and health effects from
low-dose radiation exposure.

[ thank you today for the opportunity to participate in
this symposium with my fellow “Tsubasa” members to
talk about our experiences and our thoughts to all the
citizen scientists who are here.
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